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Tax CoLoReD PropLe's MEETING—NO! 4
Question of Class—The proceedings of the
meeting of colored citizens on Thuraday even-
ing to glve expression to their feelings of sym-
pathy or indignation upou the subject of the
killing of the colored man Brown by policeman
McDonald were, upon the whole, characterized
by as much moderation.as ¢ould be expected
under the circumstances. The tone of there-
polutions and the langmage and statements of
the speakers were as quiet and temperate as a
meeting of whitc persons, whether Americans,
or Germans, or Irish, wounld have been lkely
to adopt. What is to be deprecated, however,
and what we would specially caution our col-
ored fellow-citizens against, is the disposition
to treat the affair a8 one involviug comsidera-
tions of race or color, or making it in any sense
a question of class. We cannot admit thet the
killing of Brown, even supposing all the
facts of the case to be exactly as repre-
sented at the meeting, in the language of
one of the resolutions, «the culmination of &
series of oppressive acts towards the colored
race.” We are not aware of any systematic
oppression in this State or city of any class of
citizens by another, nor do we believe that there
i8 any disposition or intention on the part of
the police authorities or the members of the
force to oppress, injure or maltreat colored peo-
ple. Accordingly, in what we have already said
upon the sabject of the shooting of Brown, we |
have treated the question as one in which all
classes of citizens are interested alike, It con-
cerns equally the righta, the nterests, the Jib-
erties and the safety of gll that the limits of
legal power should not be transcended by the
police force, and that the members of that
force should exercise their powers and per-
form their duties in an intelligent, discreet and
proper manner. Under what circumstances a
policeman is entitied to enter a citizen's house,
withount warrant, or when he may be justified
in the use of the club, and still more in the use
of the pistol, are questions which concern black
and white men alike. The rights and interests
of the two classes admit of no divorce upon
this any more than upon any other question of
natural or constitutional right, The right of
all citizens «:to be secure in thair persons, houses,
papers and effects’’ against unlawful and ssun.
reasonabie’ arrests, seizures and searches, ex-
ists without distinction of race or color. The
law iu this respect, a8 well a8 in regard to the
Iimita within which the police are justified in
using the weapons of authority and self-defense
which the law places in their hands, is, of courie,
the same for all, The case of the killing of
Brown ia to be viewed precisely as if the vic-
tim had been a white man, and there is no dis-
position in the community—still less, if possi.
ble, on the part of the authorities—to view it
in any other light, and it will be a mistake on
the part of the colored people to attempt o
make aclass question out of it, and above all
to present it as “the culmination’ of a series of
ontrages to which tbeir race is specially subject
at the hands of the authorities. There is no
just ground for any such assertion. It is per-
fectly true that colored people and their chil
dren are “sometimes arrested without canse,
and subjected to arbitrary or illegal fines by
ignorant,incompetent or dishonest magistrates,”
8nch things happen to white persone, and rich as
well a8 poor have occasion to complain of the
annoyance and imjustice that proceed from
these canses. THE Sux has frequently com-
mented upon these things, and grand juries
and the mayor of the city in his messages to the
council have complained of the eame evil. The
uneed for a more enlightened administration of
justice in the large class of cases, both civil
and criminal, that fall primarily within the
cognizance and jurisdiction of justices of the
peace, has been frequently pointed out, The
idea of any class of judges, ¢ivil or criminal,
heing dependent for their compensation npon
fees paid by the suitors or parties who appear
befors them iz simply monstrous, and yet we
still have this relic of fendal and middle-age bar-
barism clinging to and deforming our system
of jurispradence. Im criminel cases, the nced
of stipendiary police magistrates or recorders,
to be paid by a salary, and not by costs or fees,
has been urged over and over again, So in
civll matters, the poor man's §5 or $10 or $20
case, his question of rent, or wages, or small
debt, i8 as much to him as his wealthier neigh-
bor's $500 or $1,000 suit iq' the courts. He has
the same right to have ,iis rights intelligently
and impartially judged according to law., Yet
the rich man’s suit is tried before learned
judges, and with the assistance of experienced
connsel. The poor man is compelled to litigate,
frequently without the help of counsel—which
makes it all the more 1mportant that the judge
should know the law--before magistrates who
msy be, and too often are, neither competent nor
honest. Within the past year or two several
magistrates in this city alone have been indict-
ed for malfeasance in office and extorting illegal
fees, This is & grievance, however, which, being
especlally hurd uwpon the ignorant and the
poor, bears wupon white and black alike,
Foreigners, ignorant of our language, and
foreign sailors, particularly, have probably
more to compiain of in this respect than the col-
ored citizens who, at least, have the advantage of
understanding what 13 being said and done, and
of knowing when they are being impused upon,
It is idle, therefore, to attempt to make a class
question out of abuses like these, frem which
colored people suffer in common with their
poorer white neighbors, not because they are
colored, but because, with all onr boasted ad-
vances, the-law has not yet provided for the
poor the same facilitics and mesns for an im-
partial and enhghtened administration of jus-
tice, by learned and able judges, that 1t aims to
secure for the weslthy and well-to-do. Instead
of having & separate interest in this matter or
a distnct case of hardship or «oppression” to
present, we think the colored people will find
here only another illustration of how insep-
arably their interests are bound up with those
of the rest of the commumty, and how in every
effort for reform concert, not diversity, of action
is needed. .
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